
 

Durham Dales Federation  

Reading Spine 

EYFS/KS1 

EYFS/KS1      
Year A 2022-2023 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 
Topic 

 
 
 
 

School Days 
(History) Y1 

 
Our Wonderful World 

(Geography) Y1 
 

Bright Lights Big City  
(Geography) Y1 

 

Magnificent Monarchs 
(History) Y2 

 

 
Core Text/s 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Whiffy Wilson: The Wolf 
who wouldn't go to 

school 
 

 
When a Dragon Goes to 

School 
 

 
First Day at Bug School 

 

 
Oliver's Fruit Salad 

 
Paddington at the Palace  

 

 
Topsy and Tim Visit 

London 
 

 
My First Book of London 

 
 

 
The King’s pants 

 
 

 
The Queen’s Hat 

 

  
Queen Victoria’s Bathing 

Machine 

 
Genres  

 
 
 
 

List poems  
Diaries  
Letters 

Postcards  
Directions  

Adventure narratives 

Information leaflets 
Kennings poems  

Comic strips 

 

 



EYFS/KS1      
Year B 2023-2024 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 
Topic 

 
 
 
 

Childhood  
(History) Y1 

 
Let’s Explore the World 

(Geography) Y2 
 
 

Movers & Shakers  
(History) Y2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coastline 
(Geography) Y2 

 

 
Core Text/s 

 
 

 
Old Bear 

 

 
Who's In My Family? 

 

 
 All About Our Families  

 

 
Me and My Family Tree 

 

 
My Grandpa Is Amazing 

 
Man on the Moon: a day 

in the life of Bob 
 
 

 
Neil Armstrong 

 

 
Ada Twist Scientist 

 

 
Rosa Parks  

 
Sally and the Limpet 

 

 
At The Beach Postcards 

from Crabby Spit 
 

 
Katie Morag and The 

New Pier 
 
 

 
Genres  

 
 
 
 

Autobiographies  
Non-chronological 

reports  
Riddles 

Biographies  
Newspaper 

reports  
Posters  

Speeches 

Descriptions  
Adventure 
narratives 

Non-chronological 
reports 

Persuasive 
writing 

 

 

 



 

Durham Dales Federation  

Reading Spine 

KS2 

Key Stage 2      
Year A 2022-2023 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 
Topic 

 
 
 
 

Interconnected World 
(Geography) Y4 KRP 

 
Investigating Our World 

(Geography) Y5 
 

Rocks, Relics & Rumbles 
(Geography) Y3 

 

Maafa 
(History) Y6 

 

 
Core Text/s 

 
 

 
Collins Primary Atlas 

 

 
Tropical Climates (Focus 

on Climate Zones) 
 

 
The United Kingdom 
(Discover Countries) 

 
The Firework-Maker’s 

Daughter  
by Philip Pullman 

 
 

 
Freedom  

by Catherine Johnson 

 
Genres  

 
 
 
 

Non-chronological 
reports  

Explanation texts  

Non-chronological 
reports  

Calligrams  
Newspaper reports 

 Diaries 

Newspaper 
reports 

Persuasive 
letters 

Non-chronological 
reports  

Acrostic poems 
 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 2      
Year B 2023-2024 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 
Topic 

 
 
 
 

Emperors & Empires 
(History) Y3 

 

Ancient Civilisations 
(History) Y4 

 

Sow, Grow & Farm 
(Geography) Y5 

 

 
Core Text/s 

 
 

 
Romans on the Rampage 

by Jeremy Strong 

 
Secrets of a Sun King  

by Emma Carroll 
Charlotte's Web 
by E. B. White 

 
Genres  

 
 
 
 

Biographies  
Letters  
Myths  

Rhyming couplet 

Biographies  
Letters  
Myths  

Rhyming couplets 

Non-chronologic 
reports  
Diaries  
Leaflets  

Balanced arguments 

 

 

Key Stage 2      
Year C 2024-2025 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 
Topic 

 
 
 
 

Through the Ages 
(History) Y3 

 
 

Frozen Kingdoms 
(Geography) Y6 

 
 

Groundbreaking Greeks 
(History) Y5 

 
 
 

 
Core Text/s 

 
 

  
Stig of the Dump  

by Clive King 

 
The Wolf Wilder  

by Katherine Rundell 

 
Who Let the Gods Out? 

by Maz Evans 

 
Genres  

 
 
 
 

Narratives  
Instructions  
Cinquains  

Chronological 
reports 

Non-chronologic 
reports  
Haikus 

Newspaper 
reports 

Adventure 
narratives 

Greek myths  
Balanced 

arguments  
Playscripts  

Odes 

 



Key Stage 2      
Year D 2025-2026 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

 
Topic 

 
 
 
 

Britain at War 
(History) Y6 

 
 
 

Misty Mountain, 
Winding River 

(Geography) Y4 
 
 

Invasion 
(History) Y4 

 
 
  

Core Text/s 
 
 

 
Goodnight Mister Tom 
by Michelle Magorian 

 
King of the Cloud 

Forests  
by Michael Morpurgo 

 
The Saga of Erik the 

Viking  
by Terry Jones 

 
Genres  

 
 
 
 

Persuasive posters 
Historical narratives 

Nonets 

Diaries  
Leaflets  

Explanations  
Narrative poetry 

Anglo-Saxon 
poetry  

Playscripts  
Norse myths  

Non-chronological 
reports 

 


